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R Brookdale . . .
that’s what they
call Jack Holmes,
the sprightly 56-
years-old who has
een the driving
force behind one of
Manchester’s least

knewn sporting
achisvements.

Fer it was a £100gamble
by the formar Failsworth
Borough Engineer that
turned a struggling gol!
club intoc a prosperous
organisation with asset:
of cver £60,000.

It was only this week-end
when Jack was presentec
with a W.D. & .0, Wills
tropy, for service to the
Brookdale Park Club, that
the amazing success stor;
came to light.

Then Jack

Glub
built

Back in 1959, Brookdale was
a struggling club. The
course was hemmed in by
new housing developments,
and the club-house was
little more than a weoden
shack. They were unable
to attract new members.

- a member of
the club since 1940 -heard
of two brothers who were
emigrating from a farm in
the Medlock valley at
Woodhouses.

He went to see them the
same night, took a gamble
and offered tobuy theland.
He left£100 deposit . . .
then he went to see his
committee.

The committee - '‘a great
bunch of un-stick-in-the-
muds’’, Jack calls them -
were all in favour and

Brookdale had started on

the read tosuccess.

Actual work on the new
course started in 1960after
a design from Birmingham
professional Charlie Ward
had been accepted.

The old course was sold at
immense profit for building
land and the members
chipped in on the constru -

tion of the Ashbridge
course.
Behind it all were Jack

Holmes and the otherseven
members of the new course
development committee, A.

Brember, H.G. Chadwick,”
E Chesworthy&. Crutchley. /
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R. B.

Fitzgerald, A. F
Swindell and J,Stevenso
It was very much a rus
job tcwards the end as th

~wpers of the ol
cours. started moving i
to build new property. Con
mittee men and member
drove bulldozers an
tractors to help speed - u
the operation.

One of the .najor problem:
facing the committee wa:
maintaining continuity fo
the playing members
When the move to the nev
i2-hole course was finall;
made in 1962, parts of the
old course had alread:
been built on . . . but ths
Club had increased it
assets by 20 times an«
had money to spare in th
bank. Now membership i
becoming, with 180 playin
members.

The presentation of th
Castella award to Jac
Holmes came as a fittin
climax to the end of th
first phase of Brookdal
Park Golf Club’s new leas
of life . . . but as far a
Jack is concerned it's nc
the end of the story.

He sees the Club having
much bigger future.

"[ want to see 18 holes &
Brookdale,” he says. "
also want to see the clut
house extended and a to
class event brought here,

And with one of the mos
attractive little courses i
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